International RAVE to document Canada’s threatened Flathead River Valley

MEDIA RELEASE/BACKGROUNDER

June 29, 2009.

ARLINGTON, VA – On July 18th a team of renowned photographers, videographers, writers, conservationists, and scientists joined forces to complete a Rapid Assessment Visual Expedition (RAVE) in the Flathead River Valley of British Columbia. The expedition is a project of the International League of Conservation Photographers (ILCP); a Virginia based non-profit that works to empower global conservation efforts through photography. 

The Flathead RAVE aims to achieve a full visual and media assessment of the Flathead River Valley in a short period of time by means of a multi-disciplinary team that includes several specialized ILCP photographers (landscape, wildlife, macro, camera trapping, portraiture), writers and cameramen. Their job is to bring back a comprehensive visual portrait of the conservation issues and threats in the Flathead in just over a week. After the expedition the visual media will be used in communication initiatives aimed at creating content and disseminating conservation messages to a wide variety of audiences to further the Flathead River Valley Conservation Campaign.  The communication initiatives will include multimedia for Internet viral communications, fine art exhibitions, lectures, books, and magazine articles among others. 

The ILCP conducted its first RAVE in 2005, with a trip to the rare cloud forest of El Triunfo, Mexico. The Flathead will be the ILCP’s sixth RAVE and the first in Canada. Situated beside Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park, the Flathead River Valley remains a conservation hotspot due to proposed industrial development. The Flathead’s low-elevation valley and mountain peaks, along with its impressive wildflower mixing zone and complete array of large carnivores and ungulates, make it a prime location for a photographic expedition. 

Members of the expedition include: Pat Morrow - the first person to summit the highest mountain on each continent; Harvey Locke - Time Magazine leader of the 21st Century recipient; Cristina Mittermeier - founder and president of ILCP; Trip Jennings - National Geographic Adventurer of the Year; and award-winning photographers Garth Lenz and Matthias Breiter. Members of the expedition are from several countries around the world including Mexico, Canada, the USA, and Germany. Partnering with the ILCP on the expedition are several organizations dedicated to protecting the Flathead including: Wildsight, Patagonia, Freedom to Roam, WILD Foundation, Wilburforce Foundation, and Sierra Club BC.

EXPEDITION TEAM

ILCP

Matthias Breiter (carnivores, bears)

Garth Lenz (aerials, landscapes, forest)

Roy Toft (wildlife)

Joe Riis (carnivores, ungulates)

Michael Ready (underwater: trout & riparian)

Cristina Mittermeier (people and town)

Justin Black (landscapes and wildlife)

ILCP  CONTACT _Con-3A119E7B747 \c \s \l Staff
Cristina Mittermeier – Fellow and Executive Director 

Justin Black – Director and Chief of Staff

Jenny Nichols – Multimedia Director

Trevor Frost – RAVE Coordinator

Non-ILCP

Vance Martin – President WILD Foundation

Pat Morrow (video & photo)

Trip Jennings (video)

Andy Maser (video)

Kyle Dickman (writing & video)

Andy Wright (general wildlife)

Guides 

Harvey Locke (WILD)

Casey Brennan (Wildsight)

John Bergenske (Wildsight)

Ryland Nelson (Wildsight)

Jake Brennan (local)

Will Hammerquist (NPCA)

Jim Cameron (pilot & Lighthawk)

EXPEDITION TEAM BIOS – Partial

Cristina Mittermeier

Cristina Goettsch Mittermeier was born in Mexico City and raised in Cuernavaca in the state of Morelos.  In 1989 she graduated from the ITESM University in Guaymas as a Biochemical Engineer specializing on fisheries and aquaculture and found her first job as a technical associate for the Conservation International at their Mexico program. In that role she concentrated her efforts on two main projects, the Gulf of California and the Selva Lacandona.  She participated in the original management plans for various protected areas in both regions and helped negotiate CI’s first debt-for-nature swap in Mexico.

After marrying Russ Mittermeier, President of CI in 1990, Cristina moved to Washington, DC, where the imperative of raising a young family gave her the opportunity to follow a new interest, this time in publishing and photography.

As a photographer and writer since 1996, Cristina has co-edited 9 books, including a series published with Conservation International and Cemex. Megadiversity: Earth's Wealthiest Countries for Biodiversity (1996), Hotspots: Earth's biologically richest and most endangered ecoregions (1998), Wilderness Areas: Earth's Last Wild Places (2002), Wildlife Spectacles (2003), Hotspots Revisited (2005), and Transboundary Conservation: A New Vision for Protected Areas (2005), and Pantanal: South America’s Wetland Jewel (2005) are all part of that series. Her latest book project, The Human Footprint was produced with the Wildlife Conservation Society in New York in conjunction with her own organization, the ILCP.  In 2008, the ILCP, with Cristina serving as Senior Editor, published the latest title in the Cemex book series, A Climate for Life in partnership with Conservation International. The latest book in this series is scheduled to be printed in 2009 in partnership with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature.  This book will be entitled Our Giving Earth and will deal with the concept of Ecosystem Services for Humanity.

Cristina serves as Executive Director of the International League of Conservation Photographers (ILCP), a prestigious group of photographers, she founded in 2005 (www.ilcp.com). She also serves in the Chairman’s Council at Conservation International (CI), on the Advisory Board of Nature's Best Magazine, on the Steering Committee of the Commission on Communication and Education of the IUCN and she is a Board Member of the WILD Foundation. She is also a member of the Society of Environmental Journalists.

She has lectured on subjects ranging from conservation science and priorities to the effective use of photography in conservation.

Garth Lenz

Born and raised in Vancouver, British Columbia, and originally trained as a classical pianist, Garth Lenz left his music career in 1992 to dedicate his photography towards conservation. He has photographed environmental, wilderness, and indigenous peoples issues throughout Canada, the U.S., Chile, Ecuador, Borneo, and China. This work has led to assignments and publication in numerous books, newspapers, and magazines. These include International Wildlife, B.B.C. Wildlife Magazine, The Nature Conservancy Magazine, Time Magazine, The Guardian, The Guardian Weekly, The New York Times Sunday Edition, The Tokyo Times, The Christian Science Monitor, The Globe And Mail, Sierra Magazine, , and many others. He was one of the lead photographers of the book "CLEARCUT, The Tragedy Of Industrial Forestry", as well as La Tragedia Del Bosque Chileno, dealing with the clearcutting of Chile's forests.

Lenz’s work for many Non Governmental Organizations has appeared in numerous full-page ads in the New York Times, Conde Naste, The New Yorker, Travel And Leisure, and on billboards in the U.S., Canada, the U.K. and Germany, in addition to many reports on conservation issues, and in numerous posters.

Known as an outspoken advocate for the environment, Lenz has been invited to show his work to The European Parliament, Canadian Senate, major corporations and business leaders. He has given numerous public presentations throughout Canada, the U.S., Europe, and Japan, on issues of wilderness and environmental protection. In 1993 and 1994, Lenz made major tours of Europe, the U.S. and Japan, in order to build the international campaign for the conservation of British Columbia’s temperate rainforests and Clayoquot Sound. During this same time, he helped develop the markets campaign to encourage corporate responsibility as a tool for forest protection and conservation. In this role he has given presentations to The New York Times, Nippon Telephone and Telegraph in Tokyo, Major Newspapers in London, GTE in Los Angeles, and many others.

Lenz’s recent images from the boreal region of Canada have helped lead to significant victories and large new protected areas in the Northwest Territories, Quebec, and Ontario. His boreal images and work from the Alberta Tar Sands received major awards at the Prix de la Photographie Paris, and International Photography Awards in 2008. In 2008, he was also awarded the Fine Print award in the Center for Fine Art Photography’s “Our Environment” exhibition for one of his Alberta Tar Sands aerial images.

Lenz makes his home in Victoria, British Columbia, with his wife and two daughters. 

Matthias Breiter

Born and raised in Germany, Matthias Breiter studied biology at the University of Heidelberg and later at the University of Massachusetts. He holds an advanced degree in biology and is presently completing his doctorate on brown bears. He is the author of twelve books that have been translated into eight languages. He regularly gives presentation on environmental issues and has been a guest lecturer at the Smithsonian Institution. Matthias Breiter lives with his wife and two daughters in central Canada.

 Conservation Photography

"From early childhood on, I felt at home in wilderness. My times outdoors and long trips into undeveloped areas were always interrupted by the necessity to return to our civilized world to go to school and later university. Commonly my classmates, friends and acquaintances could not comprehend my love for nature and, as I became to realize, often felt threatened by the outdoors. One of the most commonly asked questions was, whether it wasn’t very dangerous out in the wilderness. Almost inevitably I developed a keen interest in trying to bridge that gap between nature and people through images and accompanying text. During my time at university, I became increasingly aware that one of the major problems for environmental protection is a disassociation of parts of society from nature, which I try to remedy through my work. Images, more than anything else, can evoke emotions through which a connection to the depicted ecosystem or animal is created. Conservation depends on this connection both for triggering people into action and to gain people’s support in campaigns for the protection of the environment." 

Roy Toft

Award winning photographer Roy Toft is dedicated to documenting our natural world for future generations, focusing on wild images that convey a sense of the animal’s character and spirit. In 2007, Toft’s image of a rare African wild hunting dog running with his “prize”, won first place and the Gerald Durrell Award for endangered species in the prestigious BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year contest, and was featured in The Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition exhibition at the Natural History Museum in London. The same year his portrait of a young female leopard was highly honored by Nature’s Best Competition and was featured in the Smithsonian’s Natural History Museum exhibition in Washington, D.C.

Toft’s images have been featured in National Geographic, Nature’s Best, Smithsonian, Audubon, Wildlife Conservation, Discover magazines and other notable publications to advance conservation efforts globally. As a result, he has been named a founding fellow of the prestigious International League of Conservation Photographers (ILCP). Toft's striking wildlife images are also available worldwide through the National Geographic Image Collection and Getty Images.

Toft shares his love for teaching & photography by regularly instructing photographic classes, tour groups and workshops in the field. His company, Toft Photo Safaris & Gallery, sponsors annual workshops for photographers of all levels in destinations including Costa Rica, Japan, Alaska, and Africa.  His ever-popular Rainforests of Costa Rica workshop has been filmed for television. The show, Fine Living Network's Fantasy Camp, has appeared on television and airline flights. Toft makes his home in the scenic mountainous region of beautiful north county San Diego.

Joe Riis

South Dakota native Joe Riis is a full-time wildlife photojournalist dedicated to working on endangered species and ecosystems. Born in 1984, he was raised on the Great Plains along the breaks of the Missouri River in Pierre, South Dakota. With degrees in Wildlife Biology and Environment & Natural Resources from the University of Wyoming, Joe connects sound science with nature photography. Joe is widely recognized for his photographic work on the Missouri River. He has published work in many local and national publications and has had solo-exhibitions showcased throughout the U.S. including the U.S. Dept of Interior Museum in Washington D.C. He photographs entirely in the wild, not in captive situations or "game farms," his photographs are also presented in their true form without computer manipulation. Joe looks for full stories to tell, he uses both photography and writing to tell the full story.    

Justin Black

Born in Washington, DC and raised in DC and Virginia, Justin pursued his undergraduate studies in Fine Art Photography and Art History at George Washington University, where the maturity of his work was recognized through awards in graduate-level juried competition. A promising career as a photographer and licensing specialist led him in 1999 to Galen and Barbara Rowell’s Mountain Light Photography in Emeryville, California, where he managed marketing and licensing of the Rowells’ image collection, assisted Galen, and taught seminars on nature photography. In April 2002, the Rowells consolidated their business in the Owens Valley town of Bishop, California, at the base of the 10,000-foot escarpment of the majestic Eastern Sierra, and Justin joined them there as General Manager. He continued to run the successful gallery, image collection, and workshop program following the Rowells’ tragic passing in the crash of a chartered airplane in August 2002. Their profound influence and inspiration has pushed Justin’s work in new directions, driven by the search for extraordinary qualities in the dynamic landscape. Justin is now the Director and Chief of Staff at the ILCP.

Pat Morrow

Patrick Allan Morrow, CM (born October 18, 1952 in Invermere, British Columbia) is a Canadian photographer and mountain climber who was first person in the world to have climbed the highest peaks of all seven continents: Mount McKinley in North America [1977] , Aconcagua in South America [1981], Mount Everest in Asia [1982], Elbrus in Europe [1983] , Mount Kilimanjaro in Africa [1983] , Vinson Massif in Antarctica [1985], and Puncak Jaya in Oceania [1986]. Morrow was the first to summit the seven peaks on the Messner List of Seven Summits while Richard Bass was the first to complete the Bass List. Morrow was the first person to climb all the peaks on both lists. Morrow has other high altitude mountineering achievements, and in 1987, he was made a Member of the Order of Canada for exploits [that] have carried him into the top ranks of international mountaineering. Professionally Morrow was a still photographer until about 2001 when he transitioned to video.

Harvey Locke

Harvey Locke is globally known for his work on wilderness, national parks and large landscape conservation from Yellowstone to Yukon and beyond. Named by Time magazine as one of Canada’s leaders for the 21st century, his resume is filled with premier publications, keynote speaking engagements and leadership and advisory roles for some of the most well-known organizations in the conservation field. He is now playing a leadership role in a global effort to unite efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change with nature conservation. A passionate advocate for wild nature, he joined WILD in January, 2009.

John Bergenske

John Bergenske is Executive Director of Wildsight and a passionate advocate for wildlife and wild places. For three decades, John has successfully campaigned for wilderness protection in Canada's Columbia and southern Rocky Mountains. He has played a leading a role in the protection of key landscapes in southeastern British Columbia, including the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy, Height of the Rockies Provincial Park, and the Columbia Wetlands. He is currently working with timber companies to implement Forest Stewardship Council standards, using FSC certification and markets pressure to secure protection for endangered forests. John has lead field research on transboundary populations of mountain caribou and grizzly bears, work that he uses to maintain and restore key habitats through engagement with government and industry. He is a lead strategist in the campaign to expand Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park into British Columbia's Flathead Valley. John's leadership and work with coalitions such as the Yellowstone-to-Yukon Conservation Initiative and the Mountain Caribou Project helps Wildsight advance its conservation agenda domestically and internationally.

Trip Jennings

Trip Jennings is the owner and founder of the Epicocity Project. He has led whitewater first descents and expeditions in seven countries on three continents. The National Geographic Society recently awarded Trip the Adventure of the Year for his work on an expedition into the wilds of Papua New Guinea. He’s a professional kayaker who paddles for Wave Sport, NRS and Smith Optics.

Kyle Dickman

Kyle Dickman is a producer with the Epicocity Project and a freelance writer. His work has been published by National Geographic Adventure, Outside Magazine; he regularly contributes to Canoe and Kayak magazine and covers environmental issues in the American west for Forest Magazine. The Sierra Club has endorsed Kyle’s work in documentary film. He paddles for Kokatat.

Andy Maser

Andy Maser is the Online and Advertising Coordinator for the Epicocity Project. Andy recently finished second in the collegiate nationals for kayaking and just completed a two-month tour promoting safe whitewater kayaking. He is a professional kayaker who paddles for NRS and Dagger Kayaks.
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